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before this deputation presented its report and then it seemed
that nothing very satisfactory had been done. Indeed, the
visit to London acted as a sort of wet blanket and the
enthusiasm which had at first been evoked cooled down. All
the practitioners of Norwich were still anxious that the
Public Medical Service should be established, but each indi-
vidual preferred that others should begin and reserved for
himself the privilege of joining later, when the enterprise
would have proved successful. The Council of the Norwich
Medico-Chirurgical Society sent out notices reminding
members of the rules and then it was proposed to report
all practitioners who failed to observe them. But this was

only a threat, no one seemed to have the courage to act.
There was some talk, but it was only talk. At last it was

suggested that an effort should be made to work with the
Norwich Free and Provident Dispensary, and that the scheme
of the Medical Service should be welded with that of this old
and well-established institution. The Dispensary, however,
did not feel inclined to open its doors to all the practitioners
of the town. The members were willing to add two medical
officers to their staff, but that was all. Of course this
would only increase the existing evil. The complaint
against all dispensaries of this description is that they
create a monopoly, as is illustrated by the provident
dispensaries of Leicester, Coventry, Northampton, and the
like. Under the mantle of charity and with the aid of
a lay committee a small body ot medical practitioners
get an enormous list of patients and more than their
share of such contract work as may be necessary to secure
medical attendance for the poorer classes. The true course, of
course, was to throw this work open to all practitioners, and
it was no solution of the difficulty to increase the number of
privileged practitioners on the staff of the Dispensary. The
remedy consisted in the abolition of all privilege. Some of
the medical officers were on the managing committee of the
Norwich Free and Provident Dispensary, and they, at

least, should have understood this, but they altogether
failed to prevent the adoption of the proposal to add two
more medical practitioners to the Dispensary staff. Thus
so far the attempt to establish a Public Medical Service
has done more harm than good.
Yet in spite of all this weakness and all these failures

there is a strong feeling in favour of reform and a desire to
act; but there is neither leadership nor unanimity. Thus
individual practitioners are fighting by themselves ; there is
a sort of guerilla warfare and no disciplined concerted
action.’ For instance, the two medical officers who are in
the employ of the Friendly Societies’ Medical Institute are
consistently boycotted ; no one will meet them, and if one
of their patients requires a second opinion or consultation
the patient calls alone on one of the consultants and pays
his guinea fee. Such payments being frequently made prove
that many members of the Friendly Societies’ Medical
Institute have incomes that exceed any reasonable wage-
limit. There are likewise many members of the Independent
Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, who are in good
positions. These are tradesmen, yet they only pay
4s. a year for medical attendance. If it is necessary
to perform an operation on one of the members of
the Friendly Societies’ Medical Institute the operating
surgeon writes to the medical officers of the Institute
and warns them to keep away. Thus a case was related
to me of a member who had suffered from typhoid fever
and was attended through this illness by the medical officer
of the Friendly Societies’ Medical Institute though he only
paid 3s. per annum. When, however, it was necessary to

perform an operation on the wife of this member he

engaged a leading surgeon of the town and paid him &pound;20.
If he could pay &pound;20 for his wife it seems obvious that
he could have paid more than 3s. for medical attendance on
himself during so serious an illness as typhoid fever. 1 bus
there can be no doubt as to the abuse that prevails. Still
the members of the profession do not know how to act.

If little or nothing has been done in respect to club
practice some improvement has been effected in regard to
hospital abuse. The members of the medical staff of the
Yarmouth Hospital raised this question and awakened the
admission committee from its dormant condition. A board
was put up explaining that the hospital was a charitable
institution intended only for the relief of the poor. The

practice of receiving paying patients at the hospital was
abolished and during the course of the year a few patients
have been refused admission on the ground that they could
afford to pay the usual fees. Also club patients were in the
habit of coming to the hospital. This has also been abolished

and now none are admitted unless at the special and written
request of their club medical officer. As a result of these
measures it is thought that the abuse of the out-patient de-
partment is not so prevalent as it was formerly. There is no
agent to inquire at the patients’ homes, but the porter is a
shrewd man and he keeps a sharp look-out. One of the
clerks also is well acquainted with the members of the
benefit societies and he helps to prevent abuse.
The question arises as to what should be done. At present

the body which is best able to deal with the points at issue is
the Norwich Medico-Chirurgical Society. It possesses close
upon 150 members, of whom about a quarter reside in Norwich.
According to Rule 1 its object is not only the cultivation
and promotion of medicine, surgery, and the branches of
science connected therewith, but also the " consideration of
public matters affecting the profession and the support of a
medical library. Therefore the dealing with ethical and
economical questions is quite within the scope of the

accepted programme. Further, Rule 6 states, as already
mentioned, that any registered medical practitioner who
shall be adjudged guilty of unprofessional conduct shall be
ineligible as a member, and it adds :-
The rules adopted by this society are those formulated by Dr. Styrap,

with clause appended with regard to medical aid associations,
defined as associations formed as trade speculations, carried on by lay
proprietors for the purpose of deriving pecuniary profits from the
earnings of members of the profession, and pushed by means of
advertisements or by the employment of paid canvassers who tout
and solicit the patients of other practitioners; and that it be deemed
unbecoming and. unprofessional for any member of the profession to
lend his name or to associate himself in any way with such societies
or clubs.

We have seen, however, that so far this rule has not been
properly applied, and there is a natural tendency to

inquire whether any other form of organisation would be
able to deal more efficaciously with these problems. There
also exists the East Anglian Branch of the British Medical
Association, but it does not often discuss ethical questions.
Nor does it meet regularly in any one particular place, but
has gatherings in different towns, so that it may not meet in
Norwich more than once in the course of three years. What
is required is a medical union formed to deal exclusively
with ethical and economical questions and this in a militant
and constant manner. Such a union would consist of those
who were in active practice in the town, but the fact that it
had been created by the Medico-Chirurgical Society would
bring up the support of a large number of practitioners esta-
blished in neighbouring towns and districts. This would
be most useful, notably in preventing the importation of
medical practitioners to take up the work which members of
the medical union might in view of obtaining necessary
reforms refuse to undertake. The Medico-Chirurgical Society
may convoke a meeting of the entire profession and
then open its doors to all comers, but that does not suffice.
A permanent link must be established. The practitioners must
be brigaded and they must be brought under some form of
discipline which shall harmonise with the opinions of the

majority. The members must exercise some ingenuity to
render such a union and its gatherings attractive to those
who might otherwise be inclined to hold aloof. There are
courtesies and civilities that are sometimes more effective
than the most telling arguments. Nobody really likes to be
ostracised, and before war is definitively declared all arts of
persuasion should be employed. This is the work of a union
rather than of a somewhat exclusive social and professional
club ; and it is for these reasons that the Norwich Medico
Chirurgical Society might be well advised in seeking to
establish a medical union of a militant character.

MANCHESTER.

I 
I (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Bakers and Confectioners’ Exhibition.
THIS is an age of exhibitions and Manchester is seldom

without one. That now being "run" is in connexion with
the pastry-cooks, confectioners, bakers, and allied trades of
the United Kingdom, and it is held under the auspices of the
National Association of Master Bakers in conjunction withthe Manchester and Salford Association, of which bodies
most of us are, it is to be feared, grossly ignorant. It is
held in St. James’s Hall, was opened on March 12th, and
is the fourth of its kind. It seems that the prizes to be

given amount to 250. It is no doubt a good thing that
there should be as few secrets as possible with regard
to the preparation of food, but it is by no means clear
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that the public will learn much from seeing the
finished products of the confectioner’s art. The exhibition
remains open till March 21st and daily judging of the
bread and confectionery takes place. It is questionable if
what is called the main feature of the exhibition is specially
conducive to speedy and unobtrusive digestion, for it consists
of a fine show of bridecakes in all their artistic beauty. This
show is said to be unique, or, as the report says, I sonaenv7a2t
unique, no such artistic display having been seen not only
in the provinces but even in London." Perhaps the bride-
cake has caused some obscurity in the language.
There is more in the art of confectionery than a

mere ordinary man supposes. The President said that
’’ the exhibits were wonderful examples of excellence
and accuracy of touch which was only to be acquired
by constant and lengthened practice," and a gentleman from
Hull, the President of the National Association of Master
Bakers and Confectioners, said that "the bakers produced the
best of bread and the confectioners exhibited bridecakes and
fancy confectionery which were most artistic in design and in
workmanship and quality." We shall, no doubt, hear before
long of a Burne-Jones among the bakers or a Dante Rosetti
among the confectioners. It gives one a shock to remember
amid all this the stories-true not long since-of phthisical
bakers toiling amidst the foulness and heat of ill-ventilated,
underground bakehouses. Are any of these stories true now ? 

Alylnm Accommodation in Cheshire.
Notwithstanding the recent enlargement of the Cheshire

Asylum at Upton, Chester, which has given altogether
accommodation for 1000 patients, the asylum at Parkside,
Macclesfield, needs enlargement. At a joint meeting of
representatives of the Cheshire County Council and the
county boroughs of Stockport and Birkenhead, held on

March 9th at Crewe, plans for the enlargement were

approved. The arrangements will allow of the best classi-
fication of the various phases of lunacy. The cost per bed
is estimated at 250 and the total cost of the enlargement
at .670,000. But this is not expected to be sufficient for
more than 10 or 12 years. A proposal has been made that
cottage homes should be established for imbeciles and
chronic, helpless, and infirm patients who want nothing
more than care and nurture.

Preservation of Milk.
As the use of most of the preservatives for milk is so much

objected to, it is interesting to note a method of treatment
described at a recent meeting of the Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society by Dr. F. H. Bowman. He stated
that very promising results had been obtained with regard to
the preservation of milk by slowly bubbling sterilised air
through it. There was no loss of flavour or of nutritive value.
Care must be taken to keep the agitation within such
bounds as will avoid the effects of churning. Dr. Bowman

promised to make a further communication on the method if
it proved of practical importance.

S)2tall-_pox Hospital for Manchester.
The Manchester Corporation are seeking powers to borrow

&pound;60,000 to build a small-pox hospital on Carrington Moss
and a lengthened inquiry is being held in the town hall by
Dr. S. W. Wheaton, the commissioner representing the Lcca.1
Government Board. As may be known to many of the
readers of THE LANCET the land was bought some years
ago in order to get rid of, and to utilise, nightsoil and other
refuse by the aid of which several thousand acres of waste
land have been reclaimed and rendered productive. The
corporation propose to reserve 55 acres for the hospital and
its surroundings. It is difficult to find sites remote from
dwellings in this populous district and it would be extremely
difficult to find another so isolated. Of course, the opposi-
tion is strong, as it would be anywhere. The result of the
inquiry cannot be foretold, but if this site is rejected there
will be great difficulty in procuring a small-pox hospital for
Manchester.
March 20th. 

___________________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Royal Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children.
SEVERAL appointments have just been made in connexion

with the Royal Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children. Dr.
John Thomson has been appointed one of the ordinary

physicians in place of Dr. John Playfair whose term of office
has expired. Dr. James Stewart Fowler has been appointed
to be one of the extra physicians to the institution.

Scottish Association for the Medical Education of Women.
The tenth annual report of the Scottish Association for the,

Medical Education of Women shows that during the year
ending Sept. 30th, 1899, the total receipts amounted to
2395 2s. 6d. and the total expenditure to 238119s. 6d. At
the beginning of the winter session, 1899-1900, 105 students
paid the matriculation fee of the College.

The Edinburgh and East of Scotland South African
Hospital.

The scheme for a hospital for wounded soldiers in South
Africa which was originated a few weeks ago by Lord
Provost Mitchell Thomson has been most warmly supported
in the East of Scotland. It will be remembered that in the
first place the suggestion was that Scotland should provide a
hospital ship which would cost about &pound;60,000. Negotiations
on the subject were opened with Glasgow, but as that city
was unwilling to cooperate the scheme was dropped.
The Lord Provost, however, at once took up the
lesser undertaking of providing a hospital for the
front, and so enthusiastically was the matter taken up
by the citizens that in little more than a month practically
the whole of the necessary funds were subscribed in Edin-

burgh and the East of Scotland. It was estimated that for
a hospital of 100 beds, to be placed on the lines of communi-
cation, a sum of from &pound;12,000 to &pound;20,000 would be necessary.
The Lord Provost raised over C6000 of the amount needed
before he made a public appeal, and the sum now raised is
only a few hundreds under the &pound;20,000. The hospital is to
be what is known as a stationary hospital on the lines of
communication. The premises will consist of four wards
and an administrative block. They will be made of corru-
gated iron, with wooden floors and a canvas lining. The
wards will be each 128 feet in length, 19 feet in width,
and eight feet in height to the rafters, across which will be
stretched a canvas ceiling. The administrative block will be
185 feet long, 28 feet wide, and nine feet high, while there .

will be smaller out-buildings for various purposes. Each
ward will have 25 beds, with surgery, dispensary, and
lavatory accommodation attached. The administrative block
will contain separate rooms for the medical staff and nurses,
a dining- and recreation-room, and dormitory accommodation

for the orderlies. First-class electrical apparatus is being
taken out which will furnish electric light to the hospital
and will enable the surgeons to make use of the x rays.
A soda-water machine, large enough to supply the
whole of the hospital with soda-water for ordinary
drinking purposes, forms part of the equipment of the
hospital, as well as a Chamberland-Pasteur filter, a Berkefeld
field service filter, and several smaller filters. The wards
will be erected parallel to each other with a space of 60 feet
between them. The administrative block will be set at right
angles to the other premises and will be stationed 150 feet
behind them. These erections, which were supplied by
Messrs. Humphreys of Knightsbridge, were set up in London,
have been passed by the War Office, and have been inspected
by the members of the Executive Committee. As the
huts are in numbered sections the putting of them

up or taking them down will not be difficult. A

large stock of medical comforts, including champagne,
brandy, whisky, and other liquors, has been presented to the
hosp tal by merchants and others as a token of their
interest in the scheme. The drugs and instruments are all
of the best and have been supplied by Edinburgh firms.
The details of administration have all been already
thoroughly worked out, so that the hospital will be ready
for use whenever it arrives in South Africa. The hospital
staff is to consist of 64 persons. The chief executive officer
will be Sir James Clark, Bart., Major, Royal Army Medical
Corps. The civilian staff will consist of Professor Chiene as
head and Mr. David Wallace as second in command, while
Dr. Francis D. Boyd will act as physician to the hospital.
There will be four assistant surgeons-Mr. A. H. Watt,
Dr. C. M. Cooper, Dr. G. L. Chiene, and Dr. James Miller.
The members of the staff will be inspected before leaving
Edinburgh by the general commanding in Scotland and will
leave Southampton on March 24th on board the Briton. On
March 18th the medical and nursing staff of the hospital
attended the military service in St. Giles’s Cathedral. The
sermon was preached by the acting chaplain to the forces, the
Rev. Dr. Theodore Marshall. After the service the medical


